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This admission is the more valuable, as it comes from a partisan
fighter to whom the struggle for the preservation of church tradi-
tion means "counter-revolution" and who considers it very differ-
ent from "genuine piety.'* In reality both trends merged into one,
which the Rev. A. Vvedensky himself soon had to realize.
The third session of the Council took place "under the sword of
Damocles." The Soviet press repeated over and over again that
"the Council was the home of anti-revolutionary activities." The
uprising of the Social Revolutionaries of the left, the attempts on
the lives of Volodarsky, Uritsky, and Lenin led to the strengthen-
ing of reprisals against the counter-revolution on the part of the
government. In the meantime there were more victims to the
cause of the church, victims of the red terror: Bishops Andronik,
Hermogenes, Ephraim, Rev. Kudriavtsev, and several laymen.
But while the body of the church was "being buried deep in the
earth," its head, the Patriarch, maintained his stand of irreconcil-
ability. On October 26,1918, he addressed another message to the
Council of People's Commissars, still more passionate than the
previous ones, in which the political element prevailed over the
religious one, and which undoubtedly was not of his own com-
position. "All those who take up the sword shall perish by the
sword," such was the text chosen for the message. Summing up
the achievements of Bolshevism on its first anniversary, the Pa-
triarch spoke of the "shameful peace" with Germany, the terms
of which the Bolsheviks "dared not publish at full length," and
of the mother country
. . . conquered, disparaged, and dismembered by them. . . . You
have replaced the fatherland with the soulless International and driven
the people to fratricide unprecedented in its cruelty. . . . No one feels
safe . . . the defenseless are seized by hundreds, kept festering for
months in prison, and often put'to death without investigation or trial.
. . * Bishops, priests, and monks, though entirely innocent, without
discrimination, are executed under some vague charge of counter-'
revolution. You have incited the people to most shameful depredations
. . , you have shrouded their conscience. . . . Particularly painful and
crad is the interference with the freedom of religion. . . . You have
scoffed at the servants of the altar, forced the bishops to dig trenches
[Hermogcncs] and scot the priests to do foul work. You have laid hold